
April 7, 2022 
 

To: 
The Honorable Laura Kelly, Governor of Kansas 

Capitol 

300 SW 10th Ave., Ste. 241S Topeka, 

KS 66612-1590 

 
Dear Governor Kelly, 

 
We are writing with a simple and straight forward request: 

 
At a time when the state of Kansas has one of the largest budget surpluses in recent memory  (we 

were more than $300 million over November consensus revenue estimates, and we are hoping the 

numbers coming in next week  will be even better),  we have the opportunity  to fulfill  a commitment  

that has long languished in the dustbin of unfulfilled promises -  we can fully fund special education 

in Kansas. 

As you know, the state of Kansas is legally obligated to fund special education at the 92 percent level. 

Unfortunately, the state has never fulfilled that commitment, with the reason being that the money wasn't 

available. With current budget surpluses, we no longer have that reason. 

 
As school districts, we are fully committed to the notion that "All means all." When the state fails to fulfill 

its legal obligation, we step up and provide the necessary funds from our General Operating Revenue. 

The impact for our schools is as follows: 

 

Blue Valley - over $9.8 million 

DeSoto - nearly $5 million 

Olathe - approximately $15 million 

Shawnee Mission - approximately $8 million 

Spring Hill - approximately $1.75 million 

 
Funding these services is the right thing to do. At the same time, it takes away resources that we 

desperately need for other things. We make sure that our special education students have the resources that 

they need, but we do it at the expense of other students and programs. 

 
At this moment of historic budget surpluses, we have the opportunity to fix this. We are asking you to 

include full funding for special education in a Governor's Budget Amendment, to supplement the funds you 

have previously recommended. 

 
Now is the opportunity for us to fix this historic inequity and fulfill the commitment we made to bring the 

promise of education to all Kansans. We the undersigned stand ready to advocate for passage of this request, 

and we are confident that the people of Kansas will be with us. We look forward to working together with you in 

the coming weeks to ensure that in Kansas, we can truly say that "All means all"! 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Tonya Merrigan 

Superintendent 

Blue Valley 

 

Dr. Brent Yeager 

Superintendent 

Olathe 

 

Dr. Michelle Hubbard 

Superintendent 

Shawnee Mission 

 

Dr. Frank Harwood 

Superintendent 

USO No. 232 

 

Dr. Wayne Burke 
Superintendent 
Spring Hill 


